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(57) ABSTRACT

A first resilient member generates a resilient force to urge a
valve portion in a valve-closing direction. A second resilient
member generates a resilient force against the resilient force
of the first resilient member. The resilient force of the first
resilient member and the resilient force of the second resilient
member are set to be balanced with each other when the valve
portion is placed in a lift position that is between a full-closing
position of the valve portion, in which the valve portion is
seated against a valve seat to fully close a fluid passage, and
afull-opening position of the valve portion, in which the valve
portion is fully lifted away from the valve seat to fully open
the fluid passage.
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1
PRESSURE CONTROL APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on and incorporates herein by
reference Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-289023 filed
on Dec. 28, 2011.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a pressure control appa-
ratus.

BACKGROUND

A previously known pressure control apparatus changes a
cross-sectional area of a fluid passage between a valve portion
and a valve seat through relative movement of the valve
portion relative to the valve seat. An armature and a rod are
driven by a magnetic pulling force (also referred to as a
magnetic attracting force) of a pulling force generating
device, which magnetically pulls the armature along with the
rod toward a body (or a yoke) of the pressure control appara-
tus in a valve-closing direction upon energization of a coil of
the pulling force generating device. Thus, the valve portion is
urged in the valve-closing direction through the armature and
the rod. Furthermore, the valve portion is urged in the valve-
opening direction by a fluid force and a resilient urging force
of a spring (see, for example, US 2011/0127357A1).

However, when the fluid force is increased to increase the
amount of lift of the valve portion from the valve seat, an air
gap between the body (or the yoke) of the pressure control
apparatus and the armature is increased to result in a decrease
in the magnetic pulling force. Thereby, even when the fluid
pressure is controlled and is thereby reduced, the valve por-
tion does not easily move in the valve-closing direction. As a
result, the fluid pressure is substantially reduced to resultinan
increase in the amount of change in the fluid pressure, and
thereby the pressure controllability of the pressure control
apparatus is deteriorated.

Furthermore, the valve portion is urged in the valve-open-
ing direction by the spring. Therefore, in order to balance the
forces, the corresponding magnetic pulling force, which cor-
responds to the amount of the spring force, is required besides
the fluid force. Thus, a size of the coil of the pulling force
generating device is disadvantageously increased, and
thereby the size of the pressure control apparatus is disadvan-
tageously increased.

The present disclosure addresses the above disadvantages.
According to the present disclosure, there is provided a pres-
sure control apparatus, which includes a body, a valve por-
tion, a pulling force generating device, a first resilient mem-
ber and a second resilient member. The body forms a fluid
passage, which conducts fluid, and a valve seat, which is
located in the fluid passage. The valve portion is displaceable
relative to the valve seat in both of a valve-opening direction,
which is away from the valve seat, and a valve-closing direc-
tion, which is toward the valve seat, to change a cross-sec-
tional area of the fluid passage at a location between the valve
seat and the valve portion. The valve portion is urged in the
valve-opening direction by the fluid located on an upstream
side of the valve portion in the fluid passage. The pulling force
generating device generates a pulling force to urge the valve
portion in the valve-closing direction. The pulling force of the
pulling force generating device is adjustable to control a
pressure of the fluid in the fluid passage. The first resilient
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member generates a resilient force to urge the valve portion in
the valve-closing direction. The second resilient member
generates a resilient force against the resilient force of the first
resilient member. The resilient force of the first resilient
member and the resilient force of the second resilient member
are set to be balanced with each other when the valve portion
is placed in a lift position that is between a full-closing posi-
tion of the valve portion, in which the valve portion is seated
against the valve seat to fully close the fluid passage, and a
full-opening position of the valve portion, in which the valve
portion is fully lifted away from the valve seat to fully open
the fluid passage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustration purposes
only and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure in any way.

FIG. 1is a cross-sectional view of a pressure control appa-
ratus according to a first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIGS. 2A to 2C are schematic cross-sectional views show-
ing various operational states of the pressure control appara-
tus of the first embodiment;

FIG. 3A is a characteristic diagram showing a relationship
of' a magnetic pulling force and a resultant resilient force
relative to the amount of lift of a valve portion of the pressure
control apparatus of the first embodiment;

FIG. 3B is a characteristic diagram showing a relationship
of a resultant force of the magnetic pulling force and the
resultant resilient force relative to the amount of lift of the
valve portion of the pressure control apparatus of the first
embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a characteristic diagram showing a relationship
between a size of an air gap and the magnetic pulling force
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 5A is a diagram showing a test result of an evaluation
product A;

FIG. 5B is a diagram showing a test result of an evaluation
product B;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view showing a main feature of
a pressure control apparatus according to a second embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view showing a main feature of
apressure control apparatus according to a third embodiment
of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing a main feature of
a pressure control apparatus according to a fourth embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. In
each of the following embodiments, similar components are
indicated by the same reference numerals.

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of the present disclosure will be
described. FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a pressure
control apparatus 1 of the first embodiment. FIGS. 2A to 2C
are schematic cross-sectional views showing various opera-
tional states of the pressure control apparatus 1.

The pressure control apparatus 1 of the present embodi-
ment is used as a pressure control apparatus that controls a
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pressure of fuel in a common rail in a fuel injection system of
an internal combustion engine of a vehicle (e.g., an automo-
bile).

As shown in FIG. 1, an inlet fluid passage 100, through
which fluid (fuel in this embodiment) is supplied into the
pressure control apparatus 1, is formed in a body 10 that is
made of magnetic metal and is configured into a generally
cylindrical tubular form. The inlet fluid passage 100 extends
generally parallel to an axis of the body 10 at a radial center of
the body 10. A porous filter 12, which filters foreign objects
contained in the fluid, is placed in the inlet fluid passage 100.
A choked fluid passage 101, which has a cross-sectional area
that is smaller than a cross-sectional area of the inlet fluid
passage 100, is formed in the body 10 on a downstream side
of'the inlet fluid passage 100. A valve seat 102 is formed in a
downstream end portion of the choked fluid passage 101 such
that the valve seat 102 is configured into a conical form and
surrounds an opening of the choked fluid passage 101. Outlet
fluid passages 103, through which the fluid is outputted from
the pressure control apparatus 1, are formed on the down-
stream side of the choked fluid passage 101 in the body 10 at
corresponding locations that are radially displaced away from
the radial center of the body 10. Here, it should be noted that
the inlet fluid passage 100, the choked fluid passage 101 and
the outlet fluid passages 103 may collectively serve as a fluid
passage of the body 10 of the pressure control apparatus 1.

A sleeve 14, which is made of metal and is configured into
a cylindrical tubular form, is inserted into a through-hole that
extends through the radial center of the body 10. More spe-
cifically, the sleeve 14 is press-fitted into the through-hole of
the body 10 and is thereby fixed to the body 10. A rod 16,
which is made of metal and is configured into a generally
cylindrical body, is slidably held by the sleeve 14 in an inside
of the sleeve 14. One end surface of the rod 16 is a planar
surface that extends generally perpendicular to an axis of the
rod 16 and is axially opposed to the valve seat 102.

A valve portion 18, which is made of metal and is config-
ured into a spherical body, is placed between the one end
surface of the rod 16 and the valve seat 102. The valve portion
18 is displaceable relative to the valve seat 102 in both of a
valve-opening direction, which is away from the valve seat
102, and a valve-closing direction, which is toward the valve
seat 102, to change a cross-sectional area of the fluid passage
at a location between the valve seat 102 and the valve portion
18. The valve portion 18 is urged in the valve-opening direc-
tion by a fluid force of the fluid, which is supplied from the
choked fluid passage 101 side, i.e., which is located on an
upstream side of the valve portion 18.

A stator core 22, which is made of magnetic metal and is
configured into a cup-shaped form, is connected to an axial
end portion of the body 10 through a collar 20, which is made
of non-magnetic metal and is configured into a cylindrical
tubular body.

An armature 24, which is made of magnetic metal and is
configured into a generally cylindrical tubular form, is placed
in a space that is formed by the body 10, the collar 20 and the
stator core 22. The other end portion of the rod 16, which is
axially opposite from the valve seat 102, is securely press
fitted into a through-hole of the armature 24, which axially
extends through a radial center of the armature 24. Thereby,
the armature 24 and the rod 16 are integrally displaceable, i.e.,
are integrally movable.

A stopper 26, which is made of metal and is configured into
a generally cylindrical body, is inserted into a hole, which is
formed in a bottom portion of the stator core 22. The stopper
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26 limits an axial movable range of the rod 16 in the direction
away from the valve seat 102 (i.e., the valve-opening direc-
tion).

A first resilient member 28 is clamped between the stopper
26 and the rod 16. The first resilient member 28 exerts a
resilient force to urge the valve portion 18 in the valve-closing
direction through the rod 16. In the present embodiment, the
first resilient member 28 is made of a compression coil spring.

A second resilient member 30 is clamped between the
sleeve 14 and the rod 16. The second resilient member 30
exerts a resilient force to urge the rod 16 in the direction away
from the valve seat 102. In other words, the second resilient
member 30 exerts the resilient force against the resilient force
of the first resilient member 28. In the present embodiment,
the second resilient member 30 is made of a compression coil
spring.

A coil 32, which is configured into a generally cylindrical
tubular form and forms a magnetic field upon energization
thereof, is placed on a radially outer side of the stator core 22.
A yoke 34, which is made of magnetic metal, covers an outer
peripheral portion of the coil 32.

A retainer 36, which is made of magnetic metal and is
configured into a cylindrical tubular form, is threadably
engaged with an outer peripheral part of the bottom portion of
the stator core 22. The yoke 34 is clamped between the
retainer 36 and the body 10, and the coil 32 is clamped
between the retainer 36 and the yoke 34.

The body 10, the stator core 22, the armature 24, the yoke
34 and the retainer 36 form a magnetic circuit when the coil
32 is energized. When the coil 32 is energized, a magnetic
pulling force (a magnetic attracting force), which is also
simply referred to as a pulling force, is generated to pull and
thereby to urge the armature 24 and the rod 16 toward the
valve seat 102 (i.e., in the valve-closing direction).

FIG. 3A is a characteristic diagram showing a relationship
between the magnetic pulling force and the amount of lift of
the valve portion 18. FIG. 3A also shows a relationship
between a resultant force (hereinafter referred to as a resultant
resilient force) of the resilient force of the first resilient mem-
ber 28 and the resilient force of the second resilient member
30 and the amount of lift of the valve portion 18. FIG. 3B is a
characteristic diagram showing a relationship between a
resultant force of the magnetic pulling force and the resultant
resilient force and the amount of lift of the valve portion 18.
In FIGS. 3A and 3B, the force exerted in the valve-closing
direction is indicated with a plus sign (+), and the force
exerted in the valve-opening direction is indicated with a
minus sign (-).

As shown in FIG. 3A, when the amount of lift of the valve
portion 18 from the valve seat 102 is increased, an air gap
between the magnetic pole surfaces (the surface of the body
10 and the surface of the armature 24, which are opposed to
each other) is increased. Therefore, the magnetic pulling
force (i.e., the force in the valve-closing direction) under a
predetermined condition, in which the electric current sup-
plied to the coil 32 is constant, is reduced in response to an
increase in the amount of lift of the valve portion 18.

Furthermore, when the valve portion 18 is placed in a lift
position (also referred to as a corresponding lift position)
between a full-closing position of the valve portion 18, in
which the valve portion 18 is seated against the valve seat 102
to fully close the fluid passage, and a full-opening position of
the valve portion 18, in which the valve portion 18 is fully
lifted away from the valve seat 102 to fully open the fluid
passage, the resilient force of the first resilient member 28 and
the resilient force of the second resilient member 30 are
balanced with each other. Therefore, the pressure control
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apparatus 1 of the present embodiment is formed as a nor-
mally open pressure control apparatus (also referred to as a
normally open type pressure control apparatus). The resilient
force of the first resilient member 28 and the resilient force of
the second resilient member 30 are balanced with each other
at the corresponding lift position of the valve portion 18 (the
lift position of the valve portion 18, at which the amount of lift
of the valve portion 18 from the valve seat 102 is 100 um in
this embodiment), and this corresponding lift position of the
valve portion 18 will be hereinafter referred to as a resilient-
force-balanced position (or simply referred to as a balanced
position).

In a range where the amount of lift of the valve portion 18
is larger than the resilient-force-balanced position (i.e., the
amount of lift of the valve portion 18 at the resilient-force-
balanced position), the resultant resilient force is exerted in
the valve-closing direction. Furthermore, in a range where the
amount of lift of the valve portion is smaller than the resilient-
force-balanced position (i.e., the amount of lift of the valve
portion 18 at the resilient-force-balanced position), the result-
ant resilient force is exerted in the valve-opening direction.
The resultant resilient force in the valve-closing direction is
increased when the amount of lift of the valve portion 18 is
increased.

Furthermore, the amount of change in the magnetic pulling
force, which is generated in response to a predetermined
amount of change in the amount of lift of the valve portion 18,
is set to be generally the same as the amount of change in the
resultant resilient force, which is generated in response to the
predetermined amount of change in the amount of lift of the
valve portion 18. Thereby, as shown in FIG. 3B, the resultant
force of the magnetic pulling force and the resultant resilient
force (i.e., the magnetic pulling force+the resultant resilient
force) is generally constant throughout the entire lift range of
the valve portion 18.

The operation of the pressure control apparatus 1, which is
constructed in the above described manner, will now be
described. First of all, in the non-energized state of the coil 32,
in which the electric current is not supplied to the coil 32, the
valve portion 18 receives the fluid force of the fluid supplied
from the inlet fluid passage 100 and is thereby displaced to a
valve-opening side position, which is located on the valve-
opening side of the resilient-force-balanced position (see
FIG. 2A). In this state, since the valve portion 18 is displaced
onthe valve opening side of the resilient-force-balanced posi-
tion, the resultant resilient force is exerted in the valve-clos-
ing direction.

When the magnetic pulling force is generated through the
energization of the coil 32, the valve portion 18 is urged in the
valve-closing direction by the resultant resilient force and the
magnetic pulling force. When the resultant force of the result-
ant resilient force and the magnetic pulling force becomes
larger than the fluid force, the valve portion 18 is displaced in
the valve-closing direction (see FIG. 2B). Thereby, the cross-
sectional area of the fluid passage between the valve portion
18 and the valve seat 102 is reduced to result in an increase in
the fluid pressure. Then, when the fluid force becomes larger
than the resultant force of the resultant resilient force and the
magnetic pulling force in response to the increase in the fluid
pressure, the valve portion 18 is displaced in the valve-open-
ing direction to result in a decrease in the fluid pressure in the
fluid passage. As discussed above, the fluid pressure is con-
trolled to the pressure that corresponds to the electric current
supplied to the coil 32 (in other words, the pressure that
corresponds to the magnetic pulling force).

When the magnetic pulling force is increased by increasing
the amount of electric power supplied to the coil 32, the valve
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portion 18 is further displaced in the valve-closing direction.
Thereby, the fluid pressure is controlled to the higher pres-
sure. Then, when the valve portion 18 is displaced to a valve-
closing-side position, which is located on the valve closing
side of the resilient-force-balanced position (see FIG. 2C),
the resultant resilient force is exerted in the valve-opening
direction.

In this state, when the energization of the coil 32 and the
supply of the fluid are both stopped, the magnetic pulling
force is not applied to the valve portion 18, and the fluid force
(pressure) of the fuel remaining in the common rail is exerted.
Thereby, the armature 24 and the rod 16 are driven in the
valve-opening direction by the resultant resilient force and
the fluid force of the remaining fuel, and the valve portion 18
is freed from the magnetic pulling force in the location
between the full-closing position of the valve portion 18 and
the resilient-force-balanced position. Thus, the pressure con-
trol apparatus 1 is placed in the valve-opening state.

In the present embodiment, when the valve portion 18 is
displaced to a location adjacent to the full-closing position,
the valve portion 18 is urged by the resultant resilient force
toward the resilient-force-balanced position. Thereby, the
valve portion 18 can be quickly moved from the location,
which is adjacent to the full-opening position, to the resilient-
force-balanced position side. In this way, the variable range of
the fluid pressure in the pressure control apparatus 1 is
reduced, and thereby the pressure controllability of the pres-
sure control apparatus 1 is improved.

In the present embodiment, the coil 32 alone or in corpo-
ration with the body 10, the stator core 22, the yoke 34 and the
retainer 36 may serve as a pulling force generating device
(also referred to as a solenoid device) of the present disclosure
that generates the magnetic pulling force to pull the armature
24 toward the body 10 to exert (generate) an urging force to
urge the valve portion 18 through the armature 24 and the rod
16 in the valve-closing direction toward the valve seat 102
upon energization of the coil 32. The valve portion 18 is urged
in the valve-closing direction by the magnetic pulling force of
the pulling force generating device and the resilient force of
the first resilient member 28. Therefore, the magnetic pulling
force of the pulling force generating device can be reduced by
the amount, which corresponds to the amount of the resilient
force ofthe first resilient member 28. In this way, itis possible
to reduce the size of the pulling force generating device and
thereby the size of the pressure control apparatus 1 (20%
reduction in the outer diameter of the pressure control appa-
ratus 1 in comparison to the outer diameter of the previously
proposed pressure control apparatus).

Furthermore, the sleeve 14 is fixed to the body 10, in which
the valve seat 102 is formed. Therefore, the coaxiality
between the valve seat 102 and the rod 16 can be improved in
comparison to a case where the portion, which forms the
valve seat 102, and the portion, to which the sleeve 14 is fixed,
are formed separately.

FIG. 4 is a characteristic diagram showing a relationship
between the air gap, which is a gap between the magnetic pole
surfaces (the surface of the body 10 and the surface of the
armature 24, which are opposed to each other), and the mag-
netic pulling force. As shown in FIG. 4, the amount of change
in the magnetic pulling force relative to the amount of change
in the size of the air gap (i.e., the amount of change in the
displacement of the armature 24) is smaller in a second range
B, in which the air gap is large (e.g., a final air gap is equal to
or larger than 150 um) in comparison to a first range A, in
which the air gap is small.

Here, the inventors of the present application have pre-
pared a pressure control apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as
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an evaluation product A), which uses the first range A, and a
pressure control apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as an
evaluation product B), which uses the second range B, and
have examined these pressure control apparatuses (the evalu-
ation products A, B) with respect to the relationship between
the electric current supplied to the coil 32 and the common
rail pressure.

FIG. 5A shows a test result of the evaluation product A, and
FIG. 5B shows a test result of the evaluation product B. As is
understood from FIGS. 5A and 5B, the evaluation product B
shows a generally linear relationship between the electric
current value and the common rail pressure in a range, which
is larger than a predetermined electric current value, thereby
resulting in the good pressure controllability.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present disclosure will be
described. FIG. 6 is a partial enlarged cross-sectional view of
a pressure control apparatus 1 according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure. In the following
description, the second embodiment will be described only
with respect to differences, which are different from the first
embodiment.

In the case where the end surface of the rod 16, which is
axially located on the valve portion 18 side, is planar like in
the first embodiment, the position of the valve portion 18 may
possibly become unstable. According to the result of the
experiment conducted by the inventors of the present disclo-
sure, since the position of the valve portion 18 is not fixed, the
valve portion 18 may be placed in the radial center of the rod
16 or may be placed at a location that is radially displaced
from the radial center of the rod 16. Thereby, the pressure
regulating accuracy of the pressure control apparatus may
possibly be reduced.

Furthermore, like in the first embodiment, in the case
where the end surface of the rod 16, which is axially located
on the valve portion 18 side, is the planar surface, the valve
portion 18 and the rod 16 make a point-to-point contact ther-
ebetween. Therefore, a contact pressure at the contact surface
between the valve portion 18 and the rod 16 becomes high, so
that the contact surface between the valve portion 18 and the
rod 16 may be easily plastically deformed.

In the pressure control apparatus 1 of the second embodi-
ment, as shown in FIG. 6, a recess 160, which is configured
into a conical form, is formed (axially recessed) in the one end
surface of the rod 16 at the radial center of the rod 16. The
valve portion 18 is urged toward the rod 16 by the fluid force,
so that a portion of the valve portion 18 is received in the
recess 160. Thus, the valve portion 18 is positioned in the
radial center of therod 16. As a result, the valve portion 18 can
be always placed coaxial relative to the valve seat 102.
Thereby, the pressure controllability of the pressure control
apparatus 1 can be further improved.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment, the valve portion
18 and the rod 16 make a line-to-line contact therebetween, so
that a contact pressure at the contact surface between the
valve portion 18 and the rod 16, is reduced to limit the plastic
deformation of the contact surface between the valve portion
18 and the rod 16. As a result, the stable operation of the
pressure control apparatus 1 can be possible without resulting
in a substantial change (deformation) in the contact surface
between the valve portion 18 and the rod 16 with time.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of the present disclosure will be
described. FIG. 7 is a partial enlarged cross-sectional view
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showing a main feature of a pressure control apparatus 1
according to the third embodiment of the present disclosure.
In the following description, the third embodiment will be
described only with respect to difterences, which are different
from the first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 7, a recess 160, which is configured into
a cylindrical form, is formed (axially recessed) in the one end
surface of the rod 16 at the radial center of the rod 16. A
bottom surface 160a of the recess 160 is a planar surface that
extends in a direction perpendicular to the axis of the rod 16,
and the bottom surface 160a of the recess 160 is axially
opposed to the valve seat 102.

In the third embodiment, the valve portion 18 is configured
into a truncated-spherical body that has a planar surface 18a,
which is formed by truncating a portion of a spherical body
along a plane that is perpendicular to the axis of the rod 16.
The valve portion 18 is received in the recess 160 such that the
planar surface 18a of the valve portion 18 contacts the bottom
surface 160a of the recess 160.

Inthe present embodiment, the valve portion 18 is received
in the recess 160 and is positioned in the radial center of the
rod 16. As a result, the valve portion 18 can be always placed
coaxial relative to the valve seat 102. Thereby, the pressure
controllability of the pressure control apparatus 1 can be
further improved.

Furthermore, the valve portion 18 and the rod 16 make a
surface-to-surface contact therebetween, so that a contact
pressure at the contact surface between the valve portion 18
and the rod 16 is reduced to limit the plastic deformation of
the contact surface between the valve portion 18 and the rod
16. As a result, the stable operation of the pressure control
apparatus 1 can be possible without resulting in a substantial
change (deformation) in the contact surface between the
valve portion 18 and the rod 16 with time.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment of the present disclosure will be
described. FIG. 8 is a partial enlarged cross-sectional view of
a pressure control apparatus 1 according to the fourth
embodiment of the present disclosure. In the following
description, the fourth embodiment will be described only
with respect to differences, which are different from the first
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 8, in the fourth embodiment, the valve
portion 18 (see FIG. 1) of the first embodiment is eliminated,
and a seat portion 161, which is configured into a truncated
conical form, is formed in the end portion of the rod 16, which
is axially located on the valve seat 102 side. When the rod 16
is moved, a cross-sectional area of the fluid passage between
the seat portion 161 and the valve seat 102 is changed. The
seat portion 161 corresponds to the valve portion of the
present disclosure.

With the above construction, the valve portion and the rod
are integrated as a single component, and thereby the struc-
ture is simplified, and the manufacturing costs is reduced.

Now, modifications of the first to fourth embodiments will
be described.

In each of the above embodiments, the present disclosure is
applied in the pressure control apparatus 1, which controls the
fuel pressure in the common rail. However, the present dis-
closure can be applied to any other appropriate pressure con-
trol apparatus, which controls a pressure of, for example,
liquid or gas.

Furthermore, in each of the above embodiments, the inlet
fluid passage 100, the choked fluid passage 101, the outlet
fluid passages 103 and the valve seat 102 are formed in the
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single body 10, and the rod 16 is slidably held by the sleeve 14
that is inserted into the body 10. Alternatively, the body 10
may be divided into a plurality of segments. Specifically, for
example, the body may be divided into a body segment, in
which the inlet fluid passage 100, the choked fluid passage
101, the outlet fluid passages 103 and the valve seat 102 are
formed, and another body segment, in which the sleeve 14 is
inserted to slidably hold the rod 16.

Furthermore, the component(s) of any one of the above
embodiments may be combined with the component(s) of any
other one or more of the above embodiments in any appro-
priate manner within the spirit and scope of the present dis-
closure.

What is claimed is:

1. A pressure control apparatus comprising:

abody that forms a fluid passage, which conducts fluid, and
a valve seat, which is located in the fluid passage;

avalve portion that is displaceable relative to the valve seat
in both of a valve-opening direction, which is away from
the valve seat, and a valve-closing direction, which is
toward the valve seat, to change a cross-sectional area of
the fluid passage at a location between the valve seat and
the valve portion, wherein the valve portion is urged in
the valve-opening direction by the fluid located on an
upstream side of the valve portion in the fluid passage;

apulling force generating device that generates a magnetic

pulling force to urge the valve portion in the valve-

closing direction through a rod that has one end portion,

which is placed adjacent to the valve portion, and

another end portion, which is opposite from the one end

portion and is held by an armature, wherein:

the pulling force generating device includes a coil that
generates a magnetic field upon energization of the
coil to exert the magnetic pulling force from a portion
of the body, which is located on one axial side of the
armature where the valve seatis placed, and thereby to
pull the armature together with the rod toward the
portion of the body; and

the magnetic pulling force of the pulling force generat-
ing device is adjustable to control a pressure of the
fluid in the fluid passage;

a first resilient member that generates a first resilient force
to urge the valve portion in the valve-closing direction;
and

a second resilient member that generates a second resilient
force against the first resilient force of the first resilient
member, wherein:
the first resilient force of the first resilient member and

the second resilient force of the second resilient mem-
ber are set to be balanced with each other when the
valve portion is placed in a lift position that is between
a full-closing position of the valve portion, in which
the valve portion is seated against the valve seat to
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fully close the fluid passage, and a full-opening posi-
tion of the valve portion, in which the valve portion is
fully lifted away from the valve seat to fully open the
fluid passage;

the magnetic pulling force, which is exerted from the
portion of the body to the armature, is reduced in
response to an increase in a size of an air gap between
the portion of the body and the armature when an
amount of lift of the valve portion from the valve seat
is increased upon application of a fluid force of the
fluid to the valve portion in the valve-opening direc-
tion;

the first resilient force of the first resilient member is
increased when the amount of lift of the valve portion
from the valve seat is increased upon the application
of' the fluid force of the fluid to the valve portion; and

a sum of the magnetic pulling force of the pulling force
generating device and a resultant force of the first
resilient force of the first resilient member and the
second resilient force of the second resilient member
is generally constant through an entire lift range of the
valve portion.

2. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:

the resultant force of the first resilient force of the first

resilient member and the second resilient force of the
second resilient member in the valve-closing direction is
increased when the amount of lift of the valve portion
from the valve seat is increased.

3. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a sleeve that is fixed to the body and slidably holds the rod

in an inside of the sleeve.

4. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the valve portion is positioned by a recess of the one
end portion of the rod that is axially recessed at a radial center
of the one end portion of the rod.

5. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the valve portion is configured into a truncated
spherical body that has a planar surface, which contacts the
one end portion of the rod.

6. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the valve portion is configured into a spherical body.

7. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:

the rod has the valve portion, which is formed in the one

end portion of end portion of the rod; and

the rod is displaceable integrally with the armature.

8. The pressure control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:

the first resilient member is a coil spring; and

the second resilient member is a coil spring.
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